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‘The old institutions are crumbling ...’ – so began the introduction to the zero issue of Edufactory Journal on the double crisis of the university and the global economy. Paradoxically, one of the conditions of this double crisis is the global expansion of the university. The old institutions are crumbling but they are simultaneously trying to reinvent themselves, to transplant themselves, to network themselves. New universities are proliferating. Not only do we witness the founding of many online universities but also the massive expansion of the education market in countries such as India, China, Egypt and Brazil. New knowledge spaces are being established in special economic zones and new kinds of partnerships, consortia and divisions of labour are being forged between higher education institutions across the world. With these developments appear new transnational forms of institutional governance, new kinds of trade relations, and new kinds of connections between universities and societies. There also arise new kinds of knowledge practices and conflicts as new universities negotiate their institutional structures with regard to disciplinarity, interdisciplinarity and the ‘conflict of the faculties’.  The topic ‘new universities’ is strictly related to the question of transition. On one hand, we wish to enquire into the meaning and models of transition in concrete cases – for example, in the post-soviet world. On the other hand, if the concept of transition implies a non-historicist narration, we can also approach it as a space of possibility: that is to say, the permanent transition of capitalism also signals a possible transition beyond capital. This issue of Edufactory Journal will investigate how these changes produce new subjectivities and new kinds of struggles and conflicts in the production of knowledge. How do we negotiate this transition and translate between different struggles and regional contexts? The first section of the issue entitled ‘Occupations’ will focus on the various new universities being established in different parts of the world as well as online. The second section entitled ‘Anomalies’ will investigate experiments in autonomous education and inquire into the significance of the globalization of higher education for the founding of the global autonomous university. Topics that this issue may explore include:
· Role of world regionalism in transition of higher education

· Transnational linkages and establishment of offshore campuses of North American, European and Australian institutions
· South-south expansion of offshoring and branch campuses
· New universities in the post-soviet world

· Role of the business school model in the founding of new universities
· Knowledge practices, interdisciplinarity and the division of the disciplines in new universities
· Online institutions 

· Shared knowledge and open courseware (or the critique of it) in the transition of higher education
· New educational spaces (zoning technologies, higher education areas, architecture of new institutions, etc.)

· International students, academics and border control

· New students and new subjectivities

· Initiatives in autoformazione
· Critique of the peer review system and alternatives to it
· How to start a global autonomous university

