FASCINATIONS CONFERENCE ON EXPERIMENTAL FILM DISTRIBUTION 
At the 19th JIHLAVA INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL

October 28, 2015, 10.00 am – 5.30 pm
Vysočina County Gallery
Masarykovo nám. 24, 586 01 Jihlava

The Jihlava International Documentary Film Festival (IDFF) organises an international conference meeting of experimental documentary film distributors. The conference will take place as part of the 19th edition of Jihlava IDFF (October 27  to November 1, 2015) and the main items on the agenda will include experimental film distribution, archiving and various strategies of making experimental works available to curators and general public. 

Experimental filmmaking is often seen as the Cinderella of cinematography, being mostly overlooked by the traditional distribution models. Experimental films seldom reach cinemas and the TV screen – yet, there are countries where the quality of presentation of these films, these films are widely shown, well received by the audience and reflected in critical reviews (France, Netherlands, Austria, Canada, USA, Japan). These countries often dispose of distribution models that can serve as a source of inspiration for other countries. Experimental filmmaking can be seen as a laboratory of techniques and methods where they are first tested to subsequently find their way into mainstream cinematography.

Czech Republic boasts of a rich experimental scene, whose quality is on par with many other countries. Jihlava IDFF has become the first platform enabling a systematic presentation of Czech experimental films (notably works referring to reality and including documentary features) and its ambition is to promote Czech films internationally and to facilitate collaboration with experienced distributors and festivals abroad.
PROGRAMME

9:00 – 10:00 AM Registration of participants and technical tests of presentations
10:00 – 10:10 am Welcome speech
10:10 – 11:20 am 5-minute presentations of distributors
· presentations of foreign institutions in the Czech Republic (moderated by A. Slováková)

	

	Av – Arkki (distribution company) / www.cfmdc.org / Finland
CFMDF (distribution company) / www.cfmdc.org / Canada

	Collectif Jeune du Cinéma (distribution company) / www.cjcinema.org / France

	Electronic Arts Intermix EAI  (distribution company) / www.eai.org / USA

	Eye Experimental (distribution company) / www.eyefilm.nl/eyeonart/ The Netherlands

	Filmmakers Coop (distribution company) / www.film-makerscoop.com / USA

	LightCone (distribution company) / www.lightcone.org / Francie
L U X (distribution company) / www.lux.org.uk / UK

	Sixpack film (distribution company) / www.sixpackfilm.com / Austria

	V-tape (distribution company) / www.vtape.org / Canada


11:20 – 11:30 am Coffee break
11:30 – 12:30 pm Discussion panel I

· comparison of various institutional-commercial strategies and models of distribution companies most of which emerged as the so-called cooperatives in 1970s, analysis of the pluses and minuses of such an arrangement (moderated by Andrea Slováková)

Speakers: 

Rebecca Clerman, Distribution Director (Electronic Arts Intermix EAI, USA)

Wanda vanderStoop, Distribution Director (V-tape, Canada)
Brigitta Burger-Utzer, Managing Director (Sixpack film, Austria)
12:30 – 2:00 pm Lunch (lunch is not a part of the programme)

2:00 – 3:00 pm Discussion panel II

· curator aspect – how distributors build their collections and how are new works and authors registered and selected; exchange of experience and examples of good practice of the possibilities of distributing and presenting experimental films (moderated by Andrea Slováková)

Speakers:
M. M. Serra, Executive Director (Filmmakers Coop, USA)

Lauren Howes, Executive Director (CFMDF, Canada)

Emmanuel Lefrant, director, or Christophe Bichon, specialist in film preservation (LightCone, France)

3:00 – 3:10 pm Coffee break

3:10 – 4:10 pm Discussion panel III

· where film blends with fine arts: presentation of film works in galleries, transformation of the distribution space in relation to presentation channels other than cinema: galleries and the Internet. (moderated by Andrea Slováková)

Speakers:

Edith van der Heijde, distributor ( EYE EXPERIMENTAL, The Netherlands)

Théo Deliyannis, director (Collectif Jeune du Cinéma, France)
Matt Carter, distribution manager (L U X, UK)

4:10 – 4:20 pm Coffee break

4:20 – 5:30 pm One-to-one meetings

· presentation of a collection of Czech experimental films which the institutions concerned could include in the collections and arrange for their worldwide distribution

· 10 tutors, each offering 3 x 15-minute consultations (5-min breaks between consultations to change tables)

5:30 pm Invitation to film screenings and closing
